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Abstract

Breaches in academic integrity are a pervasive and enduring international concern to the overall
guality of higher education. Despite students being the group most affected by academic integrity
policies, organisational culture is such that students tend to be passive recipients of change initiatives,
rather than the drivers. To deliver a paradigm change, a theory of change framework was designed,
implemented and applied to explore the viability of a student-led academic integrity society. To
achieve this, a national research project involving three stages of data collection (surveys, interviews
and focus groups) was conducted to obtain the perspectives of students and student representatives.
The key outcome of the project has been the recent launch of an academic integrity student society, a
novel initiative outside the United States of America. The theory of change framework presented here
seeks to offer guidance to other institutions contemplating the viability of student-led change to
academic integrity and the establishment of academic integrity student societies, in particular. (HRK /
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