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Abstract

This combined interview and survey study explored the relationship between interview data and data

from an inventory describing engineering students’ ratings of their approaches to studying. Using the

18-item Approaches and Study Skills Inventory for Students (ASSIST) students were asked to rate

their approaches to studying in relation to particular statements. A subsample of nine first-year

engineering students participated in subsequent interviews exploring their experiences of studying and

learning. The students’ views were examined and interpreted into inventory scores which were

compared to the students’ actual ratings. The interviews confirmed the scales measured in the

inventory and provided illustrations to them. While students who were extreme in either approach

were easier to interpret, others provided a good example of the complex combination of approaches

that can exhibit itself in one individual. The study illustrates how combined data sets can contribute to

achieve a holistic understanding of student learning in its context. (HRK / Abstract
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