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Abstract

Despite the fact that the vast majority of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics)

workers are those with a bachelorâ€™s degree, past studies in science policy and higher education are

largely focused on research collaboration and nearly all examine doctoral-level or academic

researchers. We use licensed data from the U.S. National Science Foundation to examine the impacts

of collaboration cosmopolitanism on the job satisfaction and salary of bachelor-level science

professionals. The concept of collaboration cosmopolitanism (Bozeman and Corley in Research

Policy, 33(4), 599â€“616, 2004) pertains to various aspects of institutional and geographic distance in

collaboration. We found that STEM college graduates having double-majored or minored in other

fields tend to have higher levels of collaboration cosmopolitanism. We also found a significant

positive relationship between collaboration cosmopolitanism and career outcomes. Women with

STEM bachelorâ€™s degrees are paid less than men, but women engaging in higher collaboration
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cosmopolitanism enjoy more benefits towards career outcomes than do men. We conclude with a

discussion of policy implications for STEM higher education. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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