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Abstract

Asthe Bologna Process reaches its twenty-year mark, reflecting on its global influenceis of particular
value. This special issue aimsto take stock of the Bologna Process' international function by critically
examining the motivations and interests behind its ‘ global strategy’ aswell as scrutinising how the
reform has been perceived and applied beyond Europe. The issue offers a‘bi-directional’ perspective
on the externalisation of the Bologna Process by examining both motivations behind it (with a
particular focus on the EU as aleading actor) and global responsesto it. Thisintroductory article sets
the stage for this discussion by unpacking the relevant literature related to the Bologna Process and its
global strategy, providing both a contextual and theoretical background to the ensuing contributions.
The article considers the Bologna Process through aforeign policy lens by revealing the underlying
EU intereststied to the reforms, and higher education policy more broadly. Through this perspective,
the article aims to launch a discussion on higher education as aforeign policy tool and the wider

implications for EU policy and global higher education. (HRK / Abstract bernommen)
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