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Abstract

Researchers and practitioners generally discuss disparities in university student satisfaction and
graduation rates in terms of race/ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status. However, religious
affiliation constitutes another important?yet often overlooked?form of identity that may be associated
with student outcomes. In the context of Christian privilege in the United States, students from
marginalized religions and those who do not identify with any organized religion can face significant
challenges on university campuses and throughout society. Using a 4-year longitudinal sample of
3,098 undergraduates at 28 institutions, this study conducted hierarchical linear modeling analyses to
examine the extent to which university satisfaction varies as afunction of students? religious
affiliation (or lack thereof). Even when controlling for various individual and institutional
characteristics, students who do not identify with any religious group have the lowest university
satisfaction, whereas Protestant students have the highest satisfaction. Group disparities in satisfaction
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are al'so observed for race/ethnicity, gender, parental education, and academic preparation.
Implications for practice and future research are discussed. (HRK / Abstract ibernommen) Bowman,
Nicholas A., E-Mail: nbowman@bgsu.edu
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